T his issue of the Journal features articles that review special topics regarding the diagnosis and treatment of blood diseases in children. This endeavor has been on the priority list for the Journal each year, and each year comes and goes without a special hematology issue. This year, submissions of manuscripts concerning hematology topics have increased significantly, and we are fortunate enough to be able to put together this collection of articles, which are superb.
The issue opens with a concise review of inherited coagulation factor abnormalities by Nicole Sevier. The symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment of pediatric patients with these diseases are reviewed with practical implications for clinical practice. The next article is a discussion regarding chronic refractory idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura in children and treatments that may be offered other than splenectomy. Historically, this topic has received much debate, and Sevier and Houston provide a thorough review of the existing literature with recommendations for practice.
There are 2 articles on sickle cell disease in the issue. Jacob and colleagues' article, "Trends in Complete Blood Count Values During Acute Painful Episodes in Children With Sickle Cell Disease," is a single-institution report of complete blood count (CBC) values and pain intensity scores in children 5 to 19 years of age admitted with vaso-occlusive crisis. Changes in CBC values and pain scores were evident during the first 48 hours following admission, but as CBC values normalized, pain continued to persist at moderate levels throughout the course of hospitalization. A review of current issues regarding the neurocognitive sequelae of sickle cell disease is presented by Routhieaux et al. Areas for further research are discussed concerning risk factors for cerebral vascular accident, silent infarct, and neurocognitive deficits in children with hemoglobin SS disease.
Erica Purves has organized an informative review of specific hematological disorders that commonly present in the newborn period. Alloimmune cytopenias, polycythemia, thrombosis, and bleeding associated with vitamin K deficiency are discussed in detail. An understanding of the pathophysiology and treatment of these disorders is vital for pediatric nurses caring for these infants. Finally, Jean Connor, a nurse practitioner who specializes in cardiology, explains Factor V Leiden thrombophilia and reviews the diagnosis and treatment of this inherited disorder. Implications of venous thromboembolism in children with certain cardiac conditions are discussed. This is a varied and diverse collection of pediatric hematology topics. I would venture to guess that it is an issue that will be read by many health care providers, not only nurses who practice in pediatric hematology/ oncology settings. I would like to see a special issue devoted to pediatric hematology in each volume of the Journal and will set a goal to compile a second annual issue containing pediatric hematology topics in 2006.
